Attachment 2

It’s your life. So, make it count. (2019) program booklet distributed to students in a NSW
secondary school.
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The booklet covers issues such as smoking, drinking, drugs, social media, road safety,
relationships, values and beliefs. Over the first 30 pages these issues are discussed with little,
to no, mention of religion, beyond the reported importance of ‘cultivating religiousness and
spirituality’. There is little mention of a single, specific religious belief apart from the following
statements —

Whilst the mention of religion or spirituality can cause conflict, the reality is most of the values
that we hold to as a Western Society have come from faith groups, particularly the Christian
faith. To ignore the origin is akin to plagiarism. [p. 27]
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The_ reality is, whether we like it or not teachings that have come predominately from the
Christian worldview, whilst seemingly unpopular today, do seem to provide a balance. [p. 28]

However, things begin to change on page 33.
On a page headed ‘values and beliefs’ a list of value statements are provided (see image

below) and students are asked if we can “separate them from the person that created them
and made them so critical to our society?”, that is, Jesus.

values

and beliefs

Where does our sense of Values come
from? What holds us to the notion of doing
the right thing?

Most reasonable people would accept
the list of values statements listed here, >
however the question is, can we separate

them from the person that created them

and made them so critical to our society?

We can't re-write history and simply
exclude the author from the conversation
as that would be'like excluding Henry Ford
from the history of car manufacturing.

In 2013 “Who is Biggest” - A research
project supported by the National Science
Foundation of America and published by
the Cambridge University found that Jesus
was the most significant and influential
person in all of Histary.

ranker.com - a website that ranks real time
public opinion reports the same conclusion
from their ongoing research and statistics.
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The following pages then go on to explain “what made Jesus so significant and influential”.

So what made Jesus so significant
and influential?

For someone whom only spoke publically
for 3 years and started a movement

with 12 inexperienced supporters, it is
remarkable that he has such a presence in
history.

Facts about Jesus:
He lived - seems a strange statement
but it’s important to establish that

T N ——

Jesus was a real person, he breathed
like us, he felt the same pain and
emotions as we do and he ate and drank
like us. He laughed, he cried, he loved
his friends and cared for them.

He did miraculous things

FIRIS
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People came from everywhere to

be healed by him both physically
and spiritually. . His ability to do the
miraculous is mentioned in historical
texts outside the Bible.

He taught

Jesus was an amazing teacher. His
understanding of humanity was far
beyond anyone else. His extraordinary
teaching ability is once again
documented in historical texts outside
of the Bible. At one point he taught an
audience of 5,000 people lessons about
living a ‘good’ life.

He said:
Love one another.

What good is it to gain the whole world

yet forfeit your soul?
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Who of you by worrying can add a
single hour to their life?

All things are possible with God.
Blessing comes to you when gentleness
lives in you.

Don't repay a wrongful act with
another wrongful act.

Examine your motives to make sure you
are not showing off when you do good
deeds.

You'll be judged by the same standard
that you've used to judge others.
Honour your Father and Mother.

Show mercy and compassion for others.
Be alert and guard your heart against
greed and always wishing for what you
don’t have. For your life can never be
measured by the amount of things you
possess.

Don't let worry enter your life. Live

above the anxious cares about your
personal needs.

| have come to give you everything in
abundance more than you expect - life
in its fullness.

| am the way, the truth and the Light.

He hung out with the social outcasts
Jesus didn't choose to hang out

with the ‘popular’ people within his-
community. He could have chosen
stature, he could have mixed with the
Kings and the powerful Priests but
instead he spent his time with those
that would have been deemed to be
outcasts, people of low social standing.
Jesus raised the status of women by
interacting with them and challenging
authorities to treat them as equals.

FIRIS
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THINK
BEFORE

YOU

SPEAK.

READ
BEFORE
YOU
THINK.

Jesus continually stood up for the
rights of people who had no ability to
protect or provide for themselves.

He challenged the Authorities

Rather thar.using his notoriety for
personal gain, Jesus used it in order

to challenge the establishment. He
challenged the general thinking of

the day. He challenged the rules. He
challenged the religious laws of the day.

He focused on what we today would
consider is ‘right and ethical’

He made some pretty big and
controversial claims

Hesaid that he is the way, the truth and
the life.

He said, | did not come to judge the
world but to save it.

He said he is the only way to God.

He said that if we follow him that we

will receive new life, eternal life.

He bled

Jesus felt physical pain the same as we
N

do. When they whipped him, stabbed
him and nailed him to the cross he felt
the same pain we do and bled the same
way we do.

He led

Jesus was an amazing leader of people.

His leadership style was contrary

to any other leader of his time. He
modeled what is now known as servant
leadership. It is commonly accepted
now that the greatest leaders are those
that choose to serve their constituents.

Jesus led a very unlikely group of 12
men that were of no social position.
They were not special in any way, yet
these men are the ones who started
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Fairness In Religions In School

Fairness in Religions in School

PO Box 2296 Dangar NSW 2309
Mob: 0423 498 499

Email: religionsinschool@gmail.com

Web: religionsinschool.com
FB: https://www.facebook.com/secularschools



http://religionsinschool.com/
https://www.facebook.com/secularschools

the Christian faith. Which as we know
it today that has more than 2.1 billion
followers and has changed the world
forever.

He sacrificed

They say the greatest leaders are
willing to sacrifice themselves for

their people. Jesus loved humanity so
much that he chose to sacrifice his life,
believing that in doing so he could bring
us into a personal relationship with
God.

C.S Lewis, known world wide for his great
novels such as the Chronicles of Narnia,
was also a very learned man and a great
thinker. He held down positions at both
Oxford and Cambridge Universities. He
once made a very insightful statement
about Jesus, he said, “Jesus is either the
LORD, a LIAR or a LUNATIC.

Now it is fair to say he was most likely not
a lunatic as much of what he said forms
the basis of what we would refer to as a

civilized society today, so the options left
for us are Lord or Liar.

2,000 years on what started with a small
group of believers who were persecuted,
ridiculed, and were eventually killed for
their faith has grown to more than 2.1
billion followers.

Soit's not likely the work of a liar.

Whether we are happy about it or not
it appears Faith is an important part of
humanity.

Whilst some might say we have moved
past this phase in history, the research
seems to point towards a different answer.
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A page of ‘helpful links’ includes a photo of the Bible Society sponsored Jesus Racing
supercar and a link to the Jesus Racing website and the back cover encourages students to
get the booklet signed by Jesus Racing ‘personality’ Andrew ‘Fishtail’ Fisher.

helpful

links

Smoking
http://www.quitnow.gov.au https://raisingchildren.net. ommunicating-relationshi ic-
https://positivechoices.org.au/teachers/tobacco-factsheet relationships/respectful-relationships-for-teens
Drugs Mental Health
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/drug-abuse “https:/wwwilifeline.org.au
https://adf.org.au/drug-facts/ https://www.beyondblue.org.au/home
https://positivechoices.org.au/drugs-a-z/ https://headspace.org.au
https://au.reachout.com/
Alcohol https://www.ruok.org.au
https://drinkwise.org.au/drinking-and-you/how-is-your-drinking-affecting-you/#
tps://positivechoices.org.au/teachers/alcohol-factsheet Values
mT. .+ trav/li iving-i g " e t-long
Road S http://www.curriculum.edu.au/values/val_national_framework_for_values_
Road Safety education,8757.html
: hell.com. i ing-tips-and-advice/10-safety-tips.html
https:/j ing.com.au/safe-driving-tip: ‘ .
| Beliefs
. . | http://fai ief.org.au/wp-conter 2017/05/Faith-and-Belief-in-Australi
Social Media_ l Report_McCrindle_2017.pdf
https:/ki ine.com. http://www.racismnoway.com.au/about-racism/australias-cultural-diversity/diversity-of-
https://ki om.au/teens/i yberbullying ‘ religion-and-spiritual-beliefs/
Relationships Jesus
https://ki ine.com. i II-about-respect https:/www.biblica. tes/niv-study-bible/intro-t K/
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“THE PERSON YOU WANT TO BE NEEDS
TO INFLUENCE WHO YOU ARE TODAY”

/ 7
Py (JPoices
FOUNDATION
wwwilifechoicesfoundation.com.au
FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

00

j.

Fairness in Religions in School

- . PO Box 2296 Dangar NSW 2309
h‘ Mob: 0423 498 499
Email: religionsinschool@gmail.com

. .. & Web: religionsinschool.com
Fairness In Reliqions In School g hips/mww.facebook com/secularschools



http://religionsinschool.com/
https://www.facebook.com/secularschools

