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13th June, 2014  

Ms Dawn Penney 
Acting CEO 
ACCESS Ministries 
Level 5, 695 Burke Road 
Hawthorn East  Vic 3123 
 
Dear Ms Penney, 
 
We refer to your letter dated 27 May 2014. 
 
As a non-commercial, not for profit association of concerned parents, we were 
surprised by the tone of your letter.    
 
In particular, your claims and demands are difficult to reconcile with the previous 
assertions made by Evonne Paddison, CEO of ACCESS Ministries, that 
ACCESS Ministries welcomes informed debate* on the issue of the provision of 
Special Religious Instruction in Victorian public schools. 
* Stated on your website and quoted in your media releases.    
 
You are well aware that FIRIS is not seeking any sort of commercial advantage 
from the publication of the Launch 1 Red Book (the “Alleged Work”).   
 
As stated on the FIRIS website home page, the aims of FIRIS are to: 
 

 Maintain an inclusive school curriculum that does not require any student to withdraw 
from class on account of different religious beliefs. 

 Formally cease the practice of volunteer-run special religious instruction (SRI) during 
school hours. 

 Follow an objective, fair and balanced comparative syllabus for education about religions 
and beliefs. 

 Treat all religious organisations who wish to use the school facilities outside of the 
school day with transparent and equitable policies. 

 
FIRIS has reviewed, critiqued and provided the Alleged Work and relevant 
comments on its website in order for other concerned parents to review and 
critique the Alleged Work.  
 
In the context of the stated aims of FIRIS, we are of the view that such 
reproduction of the Alleged Work is not an infringement of ACCESS Ministries’ 
claimed copyright (subsistence of which FIRIS does not admit) but is rather a 
fair dealing, and moreover, that in reproducing the Alleged Work, FIRIS is 
fostering the informed debate approved of by ACCESS Ministries’ own CEO. 
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In addition, we understand that the Alleged Work is one component of a much 
larger series of materials with which ACCESS Ministries equips its volunteers in 
order for those volunteers to provide Special Religious Instruction to Victorian 
public school children.    
 
To that extent, FIRIS does not consider that the reproduction of one component 
of that series of extensive materials is, in fact, substantial, for the purposes of 
the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). 
 
We note further that Paragraph 8 of Ministerial Direction 141, dated 1 May 2014, 
requires that: 
 

1. A principal must ensure that each accredited and approved instructor delivering special 
religious instruction in a school delivers a program that is: 

a. approved by the instructor’s organisation;  
b. available for parents to access in an online format.  

 
 

In light of this requirement, it appears rather disingenuous of ACCESS Ministries 
to demand that the PDF version of the Alleged Work be removed from the FIRIS 
website, when, under Ministerial Direction 141, parents are entitled to access the 
program in an online format.   
 
In light of the above, we assume that ACCESS Ministries is not committed to 
enforcing any of its threats articulated in your letter dated 27 May 2014 and that 
the matter is closed. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lara Wood 
Coordinator for and on behalf of the FIRIS campaign. 
 
cc. Martin Dixon, Minister for Education, Victoria  
cc. Jane Dixon SC, President, Liberty Victoria  
cc. Rohan Wenn, A Current Affair 
cc. Karen Percy, ABC News 
cc. Konrad Marshall, THE AGE 
cc. Wes Hosking, Herald Sun  


