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What choices did Bethany have?

How might you have reacted in this situation?
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Who do | want to be?

For students to understand that people con moke wise choices in life, with God's
help.

Students will reflect this by:
* giving examples of people moking wise decisions

* understanding how Zocchoeus allowed Jesus to take control and change his
life

* making wise decisions in real-life situations by following Jesus' example.

* Reod Luke 19:1-10 (story of Zocchoeus); Ephesians 2:4—10 (unity with Christ);
Romans 3:24 (God freely accepls us and sets us free from our sins).

* Choose from options and activities and photocopy worksheets as required.
o BLM 7 Shark attack

* Choose a suitable song for this session from Sounds and Songs for CRE CD
or from the CCES web site song list.

Biblical Reflection

* Be fomiliar with the historical bockground—tax collectors were hated because
they worked for the Roman cccupying power and because they were often
dishonest (thot is, they practised extortion). In the eyes of his fellow Jews,
Zacchaeus could never be forgiven for being a tax collector for the Romans,
and for cheating Jewish people to make himself rich.

* Jesus would not accept other Jewish people's assessment of Zocchoeus, He
occepled Zocchoeus, Zocchoeus repented and ollowed Jesus to take control
and change his life.

* Lefling Jesus loke control of your life will help you, like Zocchoeus, make a
new start.

Learn by Talking

It is often suggested in CRE teaching materials that students discuss
together in iwos or threes. This gives all the studenis the chance 1o voice
their opinions. Listening and talking about their ideas with others gives
sfudents the opportunity to test their ideas, and to develop respect for and
to value the opinions of others. Do not feel you have to know all that is said.
The teacher’s role is to focllitate the students’ learning and to ensure it is
done in a supportive environment,

Before you allow the discussion fo commence, make sure the students
know your expectations regarding noise level. In many schools, leaming in
groups is a common educational strategy, and the students will understand
that their voices must be kep! low so that the contribution of all students can
be heard and respected.

God is pleased with everyone who
warships him and does right.
(Acts 10:35)

* Trust

* Forgiveness
* Tolerance

* Honesty

* Acceptonce

* Understanding

Take to Class

The Bible for Today (CEV)
Student Workboaks

photocopied worksheets os
required

name cards
backpack from last week
questions on chart

music and words of song, if
required
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Who do | want to be?

* Revision from last week: What are some of the things
that influence people to moke wise choices, and some of
the things that influence them to make bad choices? (Our
family, our friends, the television and videos we waich,
the games we play and the things we read.)

Making wise decisions

Herm could Fhass pecple furn their sliivodion omound?
Whot would be 0 good decision for iess pecple ko maksT

‘Who do | want to be?

Wites wos Foo e bolone Ba mat JeeaT
very unpopular
winy B 5

* Show the backpack from last week. Remind the closs of
the previous lesson by putting into the bockpack the items
representing life influences.

= Discuss or brainstorm with the students: Sometimes
people make cheoices that are good. Sometimes they
moke choices that are bod. If o person makes the wrong
choice, can they changa?

Guided Discovery

« Tell the story of Zocchoeus or read it from the Bible.

i il B Qs oF
Jemctw ool and w7

* Exploin the background of Zocchoeus as you tell or read
the story. Paints 10 explain to the sfudenis:

O Zaocchoeus waos unpopular because of his job as o
tox collector. Tax collectors worked for the Romans,
who hod conquered Palestine and were an occupying
power. If people did not pay their laxes, they could be
thrown into prison or sold into slavery.

Firmity, wharl i foc do7 Wha influsnced Fas o
iy S Y

D00, phecns Pl T o sl you e Joo dad o hai me ko chaoss i vy e iy ey

E

o0 Zocchoeus was unpopular because of his behaviour.
He abused his power and took more toxes than people
really owed. He was greedy and dishonest, as this
extra money went into his own pocket. The Bible tells + Before the students work on ‘Zac's Xtreme makeover' in
us he was very rich, so his dishonesty had been going the Student Workbook, rub off the list on the board, Have
on for some time. the students answer the questions about Zacchaeus.

Student Exploration |

* Students, either individually or in pairs, should complete
‘Maoking wise decisions’ in the Student Workbook. Ask the
students, individually, in pairs or in groups, to brainstorm
solutions to the questions at the bottom of the Workbook

@ Jewish people believed thot Zocchueus' job and « Discuss what caused the change in Zocchaeus, then
behaviour meant that he could never be blessed hove the students answer the question "Why did Zac

by God. change?’ in the Student Workbook. (Teacher reference: A
. e. Ask students to share their Workboo i
» Ask the students ‘What unwise choices did Zacchoeus Luke 19:10.) :]:Egmass - kbook answers with
. rad,
make? * Discuss the following questions, which link the Bible story

* Have the students form pairs to role-play Zocchoeus

back 1o the students’ experiences: Vo
giving bock what he owed to each person. Person A is

* Make a list of what Zocchoeus was like before and ofter

he met Jesus. Put these on the boord. Labal columns
before and after, Write Jesus in the middle.

o What are some of the unwise decisions you make?
o Why would someone choose to change?

o2 How could following Jesus help people make wise
decisions?

You might like o choose a quastion from the question
hox to answer, depending on available time.

Zac and Person B the one who is owed money. Ask some
pairs to present this to the closs. Discuss how Zocchaeus
might have felt as he gave back the money.

For o mare chaollenging option, have students complate
BLM 7 Shark atfock. This is o modern story that lllustrates
a | 3-year-old making wise decisions in very difficuli
circumstances. The decisions involved her offitude, not
being bitter or angry, and not giving up

Unit |

Session

Student Reflection

* Ask the students the following questions.

O What did Zocchoeus do to put things right? (Lead
students 1o the idea thot Zocchoeus did more than
just say the right words—he took action.)

O What did it cost Zacchaeus to change?

B What do you think the rest of Zocchaeus' life might
have been like? (Prompt students with questions
like Did he change jobs? Did he sell everything
and follow Jesus?)

B What happens when you make unwise choices?
{You can gel info trouble with the police/your
parents/vour feachers/yvour friends; you can
become lonely because no one wants lo associole
with you; you are no longer frusted. )

B What are some of the areas in your lives in which
you can choose to oct differently?

8 Who can help you do this? How?
* You might like to use this prayer with the closs.

Dear God, please help me io lrus! you fike Zoc did
and help me to choose to live my life your way.

When you are oddressing o whole closs, stand in o
position where all the students can see you and you can
see their eyes. Look around the class constantly in a
sweeping figure of eight pattern. Move slowly to another
vantage point while you are sfill falking. Just looking ond
noficing a student's distroction will help keep him or her
with you. Without stopping your story or comments, you
con look surprised, astounded, concerned, amused or
Jjust plain watchful—all of which lets the student know
you are a ‘real’ teacher who knows everything!

Your strategic wotching and walking can hold the closs's
aftention for several minutes. For a longer time span,
visual resources are an important teaching tool.
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Unit 1 Session 3 God is pleased with everyone who worships him ond does righ!. (Acts 10:35)

1It's getting late
ond you have
some homework

Who do | want tO RE? | Pt drndesimmidih

What would be a good decision for these people to make?

I'm playing really
badly. Maybe 1
shouldn't have missed

Zac’s Xtreme makeover

Why did Zoc change?

Why did Zoc want to see
g Jesus?

What was Zac's problem
and how did he solve it?

Should we do -
anything about |}
that bully? &

What did Jesus do as he
passed by?

! What did Jesus tell
Zac to do?

How did the people of
Jericho act, and why?

Write or draw another example
where YOU may need to change.

Who could help you do this?

What was Zac like

?
Finally, what did Zac do? Who influenced Zac to after ne:met Jesus]

do this?

Dear God, please help me to frust you like Zac did and help me to choose to live my life your way.
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