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FIRIS	believes	that	state	
schools	in	Victoria	should:
•	 Maintain	an	inclusive	school	

curriculum	that	does	not	require	any	
student	to	withdraw	from	class	on	
account	of	different	religious	beliefs.

•	 Formally	cease	the	practice	of	
volunteer-run	special	religious	
instruction	(SRI)	during	school	hours.

•	 Follow	an	objective,	fair	and	balanced	
comparative	syllabus	for	education	
about	religions	and	beliefs.

•	 Treat	all	religious	organisations	
that	wish	to	use	the	school	facilities	
outside	of	the	school	day	with	
transparent	and	equitable	policies.
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What	is	Special	Religious	
Instruction	(SRI)?	
SRI in Victoria is instruction in the beliefs and tenets 
of a particular religion. It is not comparative education 
about religion but instruction in what to believe.  
It is not taught by teachers but volunteers from 
outside groups seeking to promote religious belief. 

SRI aims to instill religious beliefs without the context 
of church or family. It is a way for church groups to 
reach our youngest and most impressionable children 
regardless of the beliefs of their parents or the 
children’s religious backgrounds. It is not comparative 
religious education. It is a form of indoctrination. 

Who	controls	Special	
Religious	Instruction	(SRI)?	
Today 96% of SRI is run by ACCESS Ministries, a 
parachurch run by twelve protestant churches. 
Because of its political influence, ACCESS Ministries is 
the “default” provider of religious instruction in most 
state schools. 

Access Ministries has an explicitly religious purpose. 
Schools can not refuse to allow ACCESS Ministries 
into the curriculum school. 

The Australian Education Union has passed a 
resolution to place SRI outside of school hours.

ACCESS Ministries staff are funded by 
government grants. 

Their CEO, Evonne Paddison, has said:

“In Australia we have a God-given open door to 
children and young people with the Gospel, our 
federal and state governments allow us to take the 
Christian faith into our schools and share it. We need 
to go and make disciples.”

What	can	I	do	to	change	this	 
unfair	system?
Unfortunately, this is a state wide problem that your 
school Principal, teachers and School Council can’t fix. 
FIRIS was created to find a statewide solution. If you 
want to change this policy, support FIRIS. Here are some 
things you can do: 

1.	 Tell	your	friends	and	school	community	
the	truth	about	SRI	and	give	them	a	
copy	of	this	flyer	or	arrange	to	get	a	
group	together	to	distribute	the	flyer.	

2.	 Join	our	mailing	list	and	read	the	FIRIS	
website	for	more	detailed	information	
and	updates	on	campaign	activities	
and	actions.

3.	 	Join	FIRIS	on	facebook	and	express	
your	opinion.

4.	 Visit	your	local	MP,	write	to	the	
Minister	for	Education,	and	copy	us,	on	
religionsinschool@gmail.com	

5.	 Contribute	to	the	FIRIS	campaign.
Fairness	in	Religions	in	School	(FIRIS) 
Account:	145193314 
BSB:	633000

How	does	it	impact	my	child
You will be asked if you want your child to participate 
in instruction provided by ACCESS Ministries. Most 
schools offer no real alternative. If your child does not 
participate they face isolation and social exclusion.
This policy makes it difficult to avoid SRI. This is a 
deliberate imposition on the basic rights of citizens as 
religion should not be a matter of school policy.

What	is	FIRIS?
FIRIS stands for Fairness	in	Religions	in	School.

FIRIS is a parent-driven grassroots campaign, 
committed to working for inclusive education about 
religions in school. We believe that churches have 
no right to set curriculum policy, and that SRI is 
contrary to the principles of state education. 

We support education about religion that is 
consistent with Australia’s multicultural character 
and believe that families can be trusted to attend to 
the religious formation of their children. 

Our goal is to change the way children currently 
experience religion in Victoria State schools as 
articulated in our statement of aims. 

We want to see discrimination end.

Our state schools are proud secular institutions, 
committed to excellence in education and 
fostering citizenship.
 


